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Physiognomony is described in the Middle Ages and Renaissance as both a science and an art. Its status as a body of knowledge is much discussed after 1500 in the context of a number of newly discovered ancient medical texts, and in that of new approaches to logic and zoology. In this broad framework, this paper will examine the debates about the physiognomonical sign and its aporiai  (syndrome, accidence and property, ut plurimum logic, the rule and the exception, rhetorical proofs) and those concerning problems in semiology (nuls and non-signification, ambiguity and obscurity, negative signs, resolution of co-existent contrary signs).  Finally, the relationship of these discussions to the emerging theories of probability will be traced.
